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Key Senate race 
in Alabama hits 
the finish line 


Political passions high as Moore, Jones 
vie in showdown with national focus 
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RICK DENNISON? 
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Tidings of joy found 
in conductor's picks 
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Accused subway bomber calls 
Plot payback for U.S. ne 


By ALAN BLINDER, 
ALEXANDER BURNS 
AND JONATHAN MARTIN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


MIDLAND CITY, Ala. - Roy 
S. Moore rallied rural conser- 
vatives, and Doug Jones made 
his closing argument to a di- 
verse crowd in Birmingham as 
Alabama’s most unpredictable, 
volatile and off-the-rails Senate 
race in memory shuddered to a 
close before today’s special elec- 
tion. 

Along with the theatrics of 
the last day, the state, by turns 
energized and exhausted, faced 
a barrage of television ads, 
conflicting polls, presidential 
tweets and last-minute pleas. 

But on the eve of the vote, 
with huge implications for 
both parties and for President 
Trump, the blur of campaign 
tactics did little to clarify the 
contest’s trajectory. 

Alabama Secretary of State 
John H. Merrill said he expect- 
ed a modest turnout of 20 to 25 
percent, compared with about 
64 percent in the 2016 presiden- 
tial election. Local officials have 
reported an unusually high 
number of requests for absen- 


tee ballots, but Democratic and 
Republican strategists said that 
it was exceptionally difficult to 
predict who, exactly, would ulti- 
mately cast votes in a rare mid- 
December special election. 

And so with turnout the 
biggest riddle, both Jones and 
Moore scrambled Monday to 
shore up support where they 
could. After dark, Moore rallied 
supporters in this rural area of 
southeast Alabama, a near-cer- 
tain trove of Republican votes. 
Jones, who spent his weekend 
appearing with prominent 
black Democrats, campaigned 
in Birmingham and Montgom- 
ery, Alabama’s two most pop- 
ulous cities, to try to energize 
urban and African-American 
voters who would be central to 
a Democratic victory. 

Jones, 63, a former U.S. at- 
torney who also needs support 
from independent and Republi- 
can voters if he is to win today, 
tried to balance his get-out-the- 
vote appeals to Democrats with 
outreach to people who ordinar- 
ily would not consider voting for 
a Democrat. Indeed, it seemed 
his most powerful weapon was 


See Alabama on Page A4 
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N.Y. City Police Department officers stand guard Monday near the Port Authority Bus Terminal. Akayed Ullah, 27, 
was in custody for an attempted terror attack after a blast in a Times Square subway station, police said. 


grants in New York, he made his liv- 
ing- at least for a while - driving for a 
car service. 

But on Monday morning, Ullah, 


Bangladesh native 
was radicalized online 


GILLIBRAND CALLS ON TRUMP 
TO QUIT OVER SEX ALLEGATIONS 
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New York Sen. Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
has called for President Trump to 
resign over allegations of sexual 
impropriety. Story on Page A5 


NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK - On the surface, 
Akayed Ullah seemed to be an ordi- 
nary member of a Bangladeshi en- 
clave in Brooklyn. He often prayed at 
a mosque in an unassuming brown- 
stone in the Kensington section of the 
borough, where a few thousand of his 
countrymen reside. Like many immi- 


27, strapped a pipe bomb to his body 
and set out to detonate it in a Times 
Square subway station, police said, not 
only causing chaos among crowds of 
commuters, but also leaving behind a 
trail of mystery that baffled those who 
knew him. 

According to several law enforce- 
ment officials, Ullah said he set off the 
bomb in retaliation for U.S. airstrikes 


in Syria and elsewhere, targeting 
members of the Islamic State. He told 
investigators that he had been radical- 
ized online and had made a number 
of trips overseas in the past five years, 
visiting Bangladesh in recent months, 
one of the officials said. He told author- 
ities the Christmas-themed displays 
also led him to choose the subway as 
his target. 

Ullah admitted that he had looked 
up online how to build the bomb and 


See Bomb on Page A6 


After Bills pulled out 
victory, they pushed 


What happened to Amherst’s Republicans? 


drivers free of snow 


Peggy Manning, in Orchard Park. 
a manager at Ilio es Manning had tickets, 
DiPaolo’s Restaurant X but on this day she 
in Blasdell, worked a knew she’d be needed 
long day Sunday. at work. 
She arrived Twelve hours 
around 10 a.m., ean Kirst later, when she 
and parked her finally left to go 
Chevy Cruze not E home, she discov- 


far from the front door. It was 
the holiday season, which 
always means more custom- 
ers, and people showed up for 
several celebrations and parties 
despite a big snowstorm. 

Many of them kept asking 
about the score in a Buffalo 


ered her car was packed in with 
snow. It'd been buried both by 
the deluge from above, and by 
the plows that kept swinging 
back and forth to open up the 
road. Manning did her best to 
brush off the vehicle before she 
climbed in. 


By JOSEPH POPIOLKOWSKI 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


For as long as anyone can re- 
member, Amherst was usually a 
reliable Republican stronghold. 

Town GOP leaders are still 
scratching their heads, trying to 
figure out what went wrong on 
Election Day 2017. Democrats 
surprised many by sweeping the 
Amherst races for supervisor and 
two Town Board seats, resulting 
in what will be an all-Democratic 
board Jan. 1 for the first time in at 
least a half-century. 

“We are regrouping,” said Jo- 
seph P. Heins, the town Republi- 
can Committee’s campaign man- 
ager. “Were going to do a full 
analysis of all this and make sure 
we get to the bottom of what re- 


A political shift in county's biggest town 
The number of registered Republicans 
inAmherst has plateaued over nearly 60 years. 
But as the towns population grew, Democrats 
have seen their numbers steadily increase. 
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ber’s results marked the culmina- 
tion ofadecades-long seachangein 
Amherst’s political landscape. 

There were more than twice 
as many Amherst Republicans as 
Democrats in 1970 when William 
L. Kindel was GOP chairman. 
Democrats now outnumber Re- 
publicans by more than 6,500 out 
of 79,000 registered voters, and 
Kindel thinks that the advantage 
for Democrats will only continue 
to grow. 

“The land of milk and honey is 
gone,” said Kindel, 84, who left the 
party in the late 1990s and is now 
the town Conservative Party chair- 
man. “I don’t think the Republican 
Party will come back in Amherst.” 

In recent years, Democrats 
have had a lock on governing 
some of Erie County’s largest 
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